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\ By Ronzrr Meas Miniſter of the Word, 
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PSAL. bo” 22. Now confider this, yee that forget Ged Aft I teare you 


in peeces and there be none to dels ner. 


LONDOWN, 


| Printed by G.Af. for Philemon. Stephens and Criſtopher Meredith, 
| and are to be ſold at their ſhop at the golden Lyon i in Pauls 
| | Church-yard. 1 -F 2 6.f 
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AND REVEREND MA- 
tron, Miſtrefle AGnrzes Dane r 
of Weſthope in Shropſhire, Widow ; the 
comforts of this:life;"and'the glorie 0 
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Onr Obligation vpon Me, binds me, at leaſt, to ac- 


a al which time, or ( ſane ſome few moneths ) the'whole 


—— 


£ familie,at a Chappell by ; being there ſet and left 
by that rightly worſhipfull and truly religions old Gentleman, your 


The mſtruttios youreceined that while from me, before that while 
of time from faithfull men elſewhere, I doubt not but you remember 
avd will prattiſe for your part and time heere. Some gs 
lately gane in your zealous and conſtant obſeruation of thoſe Faſts 


Plagues late fearefallintreaſe in London, and other places about, 


which were (weekely Jcommanded for London by Royall anthority, | 
notwithſtanding your often infirmities and great yeeres:which makes | 
me now, vuder your name, toſend forth this ſmall Sermon,and to en- || 
title you toit as to your owne by many intereſts. In regard of the |. 


VVORSHIPFVLL, 


knowledgement. Iwith my wife, lined with youin | 
Gl houſe twenty yeeres ſane ſome few weekes. Moſt of | 


oſt kinde busband, loun Daner Eſqnire,long ſincewith God. | 


Do > -- 


further off, there came a commandement from our Auguſtus 


eA 3 (King. 
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| hims to ſay, as ſometime he ſaid to the deftroying eAngel, with his 
ſword oxer Jeruſalem z it isenough, hold now thy hand, 2.Sam. 


dent : and ſo, did no more byprecept then what he firſt ſealed by pra- 
Aiſe in his owne high Perſon.The Plague was great:and ſowe faſted, 
and beſought our God for @ : and he was entreated of-vs, Ezra 8.27, 
pon the ſucceſſe (wonderfull in onr eares, moſt ſirgnge in Londons 
eyes ) bis Mareſty hath ſince publiſhed hi Royall plea, 

thankes to God, through all the Kingdowe. All which ſhould mone ll 
of vs of this Land (if we haze not loſt all life of motion ) exennow to 
turge.vnto the Lord with allour hearts. ' Aud therefore, for my par- 
ticular, ayd to ſet my ſelfe (ſome ſteps )forward miſo good a way, 1 


: | haze left this little pawnt in the Santtuary for mine own engagement, 


Where, I deſire you (Godd Miſtreſſe D ant T) to goe on 1n the ſame 
good way,you hane been long vpon,and that till you finiſhyour conrſe: 


pray ( as I daily doe) while we hane being —_— The time cannot 
belong eye br me : which ſhould make vs therfore (and I pray God 
e made; ) toredreme all the good honres of it for the power 


Craxe at Gods kands for thoſe you hane Adopted into your family, 
as the charge of your prouidence : that to.Gods pleaſure, they may 
longer yet hane the comfort of yot, your Fenants in like manner, and 
that-whole Neighbour-hood, in that light which now you byzrd wþ A 


He ſaith Amen wnto it, 
 , Clon-bury necre Ludlow; 
| June x, 1.62 5. wn, va 5 RT 5cy 15? 
LP Ke , | - - , Whaiis yours truly for his 
\ , beſtmeanesmithe 
Word of Faith, 
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(Kin CHARLES) that all of the Realme, that conld, or were fit,\ 
ſhould meete togetherin a publike weekely Faft on Wedneſd: ies ,' to | 
bſeech the Lord by prayer and ſupplications, wntiHl it. ſhould-pleaſe | 


24:16. To ths, and'tovs his Royall Maieſty began ina rare Preſi- | 


ure for publike | 


which, that it may be with true cemfert to your Bliſſe eternal, Iwill | 


we 11 
4 codfineſſ and pure conuer/ation in (hriſt, Which gift alſd Thums | 
J 


mong them by your life in the Goſpel; and your beeing-uh the worlds | 
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| More ſpecially $8 ow ny 


| And other Cities and townes in England, 
where the death of Plague hach 
, (lately) beene. 
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After theſe things Ieſus findeth bim inthe Temple, 
and ſaid ynto him ; behold thou art made whok : 
Sinne no more leſt a worſe thing come pntothee, 


D&@38 His Scripture is aScripture of ad- 
@7Y; monition, and conraineth matter 
of important counſell ; which;#- 
{2% reed to aman whom Chriſtloo- 

22 cd from his chaine of along ſick- 
| & ye) T5 } neſſe, concerneth vs to amend-|: 

LET er ment, that areficke of finne. Hee 
was held in his infirmity thirty and eight yeeres : verſe 5. 
ſome of vs haue beeneheld longer in the chaine - our 
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eAn Admoniuion to all England, Hl 


fines. Now, after he was cured, (nor knowing by 


whom) he was found in the Temple, ro wit by Chriſt 
whocured him, And fo, having ſtrangely, and by mi- 
racle, withour meanes, receiued health and power to 
walke, he walkes to the Temple, { the houſe of prayer 
and praiſe) probably, {I thinke I may ſay purpolſcly)to 
giuethankes for his corporall health, and to pray for 
ſpirituall. Doing ſo ; his Phyficion, who had done one 

ood worke vpon him, purpoſing to doe another, and 
xa inthe cure of his ſoule, returnes (after he had, for 
a while, withdrawne himfelfe) and comes to the Tem- 

le, where he found his Patient. Being found there, he 
Ls (inſtantly) the cure of finne 1n his ſoule : puts 


.| him in remembrance how long a ſeruant he had beene 


to ſinne vnder an oldinfirmity ;' andrelling him what a 
bleſſing he had receiued in his body, which was made 
whole, wiſherh him to have care of his ſoule by brea- 
king offhis ſinnes,or the courſe he heldinthem,after the 
courſe of the world : which, if he did not, would coſt 
him dearc, for a worſe thing then marter of fickneſſe 


could notamend with his Rod of corre@ion, he would 
breakewith his yron rod, puniſhing him yer /eaen remes 
nore,that is, griewonuſly, for his ſinnes, Leair.26.18,Thus1 


{ haue opened the Text, which is the effeof the miracle 


here wroughtz8 ſheweth where Chriſt found the Man, 
whom he had made whole ; and what he ſaid vnto him: 
for thefirſt ; it hath two circumſtances ; as oftime,when 
he was found, and of perſon, who found him : for the 
ſecond ; it containeth a precept, ſinne no more ; and the 
reaſons perſwadiog it : andthey arc; the benefithe had 
recciued, thou art made whole; and the perill, if he finned 


ſill; « worſe thing would come onto him. 


"—— 
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would befall him in a worſe place : atleaſt, whom God 


| 


The | 


| more ſpecially, moued this Man, at this time, to viſit 
Gods Temple,andto be found in it; andthat is the heas}: 
[ling ofhim by Chriſt vpon a wag ſpeaking:#ſe,take wp 


| wich cheir Vſe, and Application. 


T Har is, after this cure wrought, and perſon healed, 
{ turning) found him thankefull : which Precedent deſer- 


'F eAn Admonitiontoall England, | 


The circumſtance of time, in this word Afterward! 
or after the(e things,being a word of context,andrefer- 
ring tothe ninth verſe before, ſheweth what it was,that 


thy bed and walke,fv.$,But I wil take vp no longer time, 
cicher for the-furrher opening of this ſentence, which 
isnot hard; or for the taking in of Texts in coherence 
with this, which is not neceſlarie. Andtherefore I paſſe | 
to the DoQtrines ofthis verſe, their grounds or reaſons, 


Afterward. 


Chriſt findes him inthe houſe of prayer, and (re- 


ueth followers ; and teacheth vs after a benefit recciued 
from God, to be thankfull to tim : greatly after a great 
benefic; and preſently, after any.So Melchizedech bleſ- 
ſed God for Lot recoucred by Abraham, Ger.14.20. and 
Moſes andthe 1/7ae/ites ſang vnto him in praiſe for the 
Egyptianyoke broken,Exod.15.1,2,3,0%. and the Tewes 
kept a feaſt of memoriall for their ſafety and the de- 
ſtruion ofcheir enemies, and of that wicked Hamar, 
Heſt.gar7. In P(al.51.15. Dazid deſireth Godto giue him 
cauſe and marter,and then promiſeth to praiſe God with 
ioyfull lippes z not diuiding betweene the cffe& and 
cauſe. Hence further, he debates with himſelfe about 
rendring to God inthis manner, P/a/.116.12. and, in a- 
nother P/a/me, ſummons all within him to this duty, 


P/alx03.1.The Apoſtle Paul ioynes with prayer thankel- |: 


giuing by an inſeparabletie,P/4:/jp.4-6.and good reaſon: 
| B 2 


_ for, 


Dof, 


— 


Wa ot 


=I 


Reaſons. 
I, 


So. 


NY Toa te el tin 


—— 


bh; 


es 


: 


for, as he ſaith 3 Coloſ.4.6, praiſe ſcts the watch in our 
prayers, without which they would fall afleepe in-our 
mouthes : the Scripture is full in this point; the rea. 


i ſons? 


Wee fit atan eaſie rent by ſuch areturne : for,whar 
eafierthQ ro.confeſleghe liberalicy of ſuch a Laxa-lord 
by taking words vnto vs, and by ordering our waies? 
Pſal.$0.23. Secondly, thankfulnefle ſanGifieth all our 


receipts , withour which they are .vacleane vnto vs, | 


Exodus 12. 14, and no better then ſtollen waters, Pro. 
9.17. Thirdly, true Chriſtians muſt ſtand in ſome di- 


ſtance from Hypocrites, and diſſemblers with Godzhe | 


difference ſtands in point of praiſe, and not of petition: 


7 for, Hypocrites can make a goodſhew in prayer : theic 


neceſſities and deſire of ſupply will kindle a fire of car. 
neſtneſſe this way, Luke 17.13. but, when they ſhould 
returne with acknowledgement,where are they? verſe 17, 
Fourthly, prayer isaſweetoblatis to God:but the ſoule 
of it, andthat which quickens it, is true rhankfulnefle, 
Pſal.50.23- and heere, what the body is without the 
ſoule; thar is, prayer fora benefic, and no praiſe forir. 
Fifthly,of all the Sacrifices in the Law, this of praiſe was 
moſt acceptable to God, Pſal.50.13.14. which made 
our fathers inthe eſtate of the Old Teſtament, often, 
and in many words to vowthis ob/ation to God,and(as 


it were) to center into bond vnto him to pay it, Pſal.66. | _ 


13.14. Eccleſaſt.5-4+5. Sixthly, if nothing elſe could 
moue vs to be thankfull atter a benefit, yet our owne 
good by thehand, ſhould; for, the remembrance of an 
old benefit prepares the way for 2 new : and what clo- 
quence more forcible to draw from a man what wee 
craueornecd, then the ſhewing of our ſelues thankful 
for what we hauc had already > God fers no other rent- 


charge 


— — —— ———— 
——— 
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charge vpon all he giues (who giues all frecly) bur the 
old rent of a thanktuiſhearr, and of thankfulneſſe in our 
lives: and, it this be done, we ſhall be ſure ro be great 
gainers at Gods hands, Seuenthly, we are thankfull to 
men for {mall marters:and ſhall we be vnthankful to him 
that gives vs all chings? ſhall thewicked Heathen praiſe 
their gods of filuer,and goid,of brafle, of yron,of wood, 


& ſtone,who were made themſelues, Dax.5.4.and ſha!l 


not we praiſe that God that made vs, andall the world? 
The Vie of this is for all Exgl/azd : but more ſpecially 


| for London, and other Townes and Cities vpon which 


the Sword of Peſtilence hath bin lately laid : for, ſhould 
not thefe be foundin the "Temple with this man, healed 


by Chriſt > And, for Zoxaon, the prime Citie of the 
Kingdome ; ſeeing that fo lately, the waies of ito la- 
mented being al ſhut vp, Lam.1,4.which now clap hands 
for their opening againe,and for their being ſowen with 
the ſeeqof man : thould it not regiſter in-marble of re. 
membrance a worke of mercy toward it,ſo ſingular,and- 
ſo ſtrange? thould itnot cry grace,orace vnto it? Zach, 
4.7. for, from 4463. dead and buried of the moreality 
of Plague in one wecke, in that Citie,the Bill fell in fery 
weckes tonoleſl? then halfe a ſcore; yea to foure onely: 


{andcanſuch an abatement, fo wondered at,proue as the 


wonder that laſts bur nine daies ? Rather, may notthe 
Citizens, and may «We not all ſay (this admirable de- 
creaſe conſidered) as the ptople of $/0z in captivity, af- 
certheir returne, ſaid : ie were like them that areame ? 


P/al.126.1. Surely, we cannot denie, that our mouth | 


is filled with laughter, and our tongues with ſongs, v.2, 


and,thall racy be empty of his praiſe, who hath done fo 


 greatrhings for vs, whereof we ſing? v.3.Vhen /eſb14h 


| 


had made a great ſlaughter of L4malcck and his wen; 
B 3 even | 


Vc —— " 


<in Admonition to all England, | 


Pſer, 
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cuen ſo great and ſo long as Moſes his feeble hands 
could be held from falling downe, which was #:{ the 
Sunne went downe, Exo0417.12. Gods-charge to Moſes 
was, that it (hould be written, for better remembrance, 
in a booke, and rehcarſed to Toſpuah,verſe 14. This was 
agreat bleſſing of God, and this ſo great bleſſing of his, 
muſt, both be written andſpoken of: was ic a bleſſing 
bookcable, which God ſhewed to 1/racl againſt _Ama- 


ple? and, isit not worthy (both) to bee ſpoken of and 
bookt with letters of laſting praiſe in our hearts and 
mourhes, that God hath,inmanner,remoued,ſocleane 
andquickly, from a Citie of ſo great vie to the whole 
Realme, that Amaleck of waſting Peſtilence? Bur our 
dulneſle hath need of much ſpurring, and and of thoſe 
nailes that Se/omon (the wiſeſt King and wiſeſt Man) 
ſpake of, faſtned by the Maſters of the Aſſemblies, Ecclef. 
12.13. for, how ſoone had we forgotten aworke of this 
nature,(a worke all made of mercy)by quitting London, 
as now, of the mortality of 3300. and odde, falling 
there of alike ſtroake of Plague in one weeke,and inthe 
| yeere 1603. This, forſome yeercs after, lay dead, and 
as buried in ſome perpetuall graue: therefore hath God 
openedour graues againe, by killing with the Plague of 
Peſtilence in that ſame Ciric, and thereabouts, from a- 
baur prilior after,tothe 15,of December, 16:5. no 
fewer then 35417. Andl priy God this-may be a war- 


better in remembrance, and to better purpoſe the Acts 
of Gods mercy; and to keepe both them and vs from 
falling after the like mannerof diſobedience. If ir be norz 
andifftill we will proue vafaichfull ; though the Plague 
were quite gone;God hathother Vultures(as one ſaith) 


leck, who waſted ſo many of his weake and feeble peo-| 


i. | 
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ning for thoſe of Lowdon, and of all Exglend to keepe | 


ro| 
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; | An Admonitiontoall England.” 


to ſend vpon the carion of a Realme,dead in finnes,and 
treſpaſſes : for, befide the Plague of Peſtilence, he hath 
| his glittering Sword (which 1s a grieuous Plague) that 
{he can putintothc hand of an enemy ofa fierce counte- 
nance, and of an implacable deſire tro our Land, Bur 
God turne away the cuill : and rodoe our pats to doe 
it; let the laſt grieuouſly devouring Peſtilence in and a- 
bout London, andin other Cities and Townes abroad 
be, the grave of our luſts, Num.11.34. and let a ſound 


burie them : elfe,it will be but to a greater hardning,that 
the Lord in his ſingular mercy, athis laſt great aſliſe of 
commune morrtality,reprieued vs, pulling ſome then, 
45 4 brand out of the fire, Zacharie 3.2. 

A reproofe of thoſe who bury Gods benefits ſo deep 
in Sepulchers of obliuion, thar, (like as ir fared with the 
npineclenſed Lepers, Luke 17.17.) tbere is no returning 
ro giue thankes, Many in ſome plunges of ſickneſſe(as 
diſlembling Saylorsin a ſtorme) will fall to their deuo- 
tions; who yer, (when the weatheris ouer, and acalme 
sic of health ſucccedes) drowne allremembrance of the | 
| danger, then, in their prophane Cannes of Wine and 
Beere. Then, (as vnthankfull Sea-men) inſteede of fin- 
ding them inthe Temple,you may finde them in ſome 
Alc-houſe or Taverne, tofling their Cannes to the 


' | fing from God, and to thankethe divell fot it? bur, 
what man beſtowing a benefit vpon vs,and loofing his 
thankes, will ſend another after ic? and, can we imagin 
God will, when mendeale with him like thoſe vathank- 
{ full 7/7 aelires, whoſe prayers and praiſe ended almoſt 
aſſoone as they had paſſedrhered ſea? The Heathen did. 


confeſſion of ſinnes, and turning to God from finne, | 


V ſe a. 


health of the diuell. VVhat is this bur to receiue a blet- |. 


offer continually vato their falſe Gods their ape” 
| an 


47 


 \irdiſchargevs, for a day, or ſome few daies, and that in 


| keſt God for all: but art thou a repentant and amen: | 


-| are his beſt Seruants thy beſt Companions? his Sabbath 
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An Admonition 70 England : 


and frankinſence : andſhallitbe enovgh tor vs, or will 


no true meaning, to offer our tribute of praiſe to Is- 
xo Van,thetruc God, who is worthy, (and onely ) 
to be ſerued in righreouſneſle and truc holineſle all the 
daics ofourlife? Luke 1.75, Shall wee thus requite the 
Lord, as a people fooliſh and vawrſe? Dent.32.6, vathank- 
fulncſle is a cloſe 'Thiefe : and will wee ſo cunningly de- 
cciue God (indeed our felues) by robbing him of the 
praiſe that is due vnto his name? Rather,ſhould we not 
excoll him with our lippes, and with 'ovur lives praiſe 
him > Bur who will not ſay,that he thankes God for all? 
To whom [| ſay :trve thankfulnefle ſtands not in words, 
but in obedience to Gods Word : nor in ſaying, bur in 
giuingthankes : nor in labour of lippes, but in purity of 
life, Then, to come to an iflue. Thou ſayeſt chou than- 


ding ſinner > when God openeth his treaſury,doſtthou 
open thy mouth,andart chou liberall of his praiſes, ?/a/, 
66.16.17. rather, and contrarily ; when hee ſhoureth 
bleflings vponthee, :doſt thou not drop thankes vnto 
him; praiſing him ſlenderly,whenſhe giues to thee plen- 
tioully ? or, is notthy thankes cold thanks, andthanks 
onely in words, nor zealous from the heart, nor faith- | 
full with a ſingle heart ? further, doft thou thanke God 
with continuance not churliſhly, and with the thankes 
that harhFoone done ? docſt thou praiſe God with thy 
praiſe-worthy life 2 Is thy tongue an inſtrument of the | 
truth,and of his honour © Is his word thy counſcllor 2 


daies,thy beſt daies? his Communion Cup thy ſwee- 
ceſt-Cup? his Seruicethy liberty 2 and his yoke thy 
crowne, andthy glory? If rhis bee ſo; thou maiſt bee | 


numbered | 


—_ —————, 


An Admonition toall England G 


numbered among the thankful to God:bur if nor ſo, & | 


chou be ſtill the ſame man thou waſt: a drunkard ill,a 
fornicator ſtill, ſtill a ſwearer, and prophaner of Gods 
| Nameand Sabbaths; a cold heareror no bearer ofthe 
Word, and at Prayer and Sacraments carnall : ſo 
often as thou ſayeſt; The Lord bee thanked thy mouth 
doth not bleſle God,but mock him: for,out ofthe ſame 
mouth proceedeth bleſſing and curſing, praiſe and vn- 
thankfulneſſe,zames 3.10. So much for the circumſtance 
ofthe time,that ofthe Perſon followeth, 
Jeſus. 

J* you aske who found this Man? it was Zu : if you 

aske where? it was in the Temple ; the place where the 
meanes of Gods publike worſhip were. In ſpeaking of 
the perſon, I will ſpeake of both rogether : the perſon is 
leſws,in engliſh, the Sawionr :the Temple was the houſe 
of publique prayer and ſacrifices; firſt built by Sa/orr0n: 
bur after deſtroyed by the King of Babe/, and re-builr by. 
Zerubbabel and Nehemiah. Heere Chriſt revealed him- 
ſelfe, who (before) was not knowne of the Man whom 
he had healed : which teacheth, that in Church-afſem- 
blies Chriſt is found,and finds vs. In this way, and to 
ſuch as are in ithe reueales himſelfe in the arme of his 
Word, Eſay 53-1. and as they whom he-healed corpo- 
| rally, were inthe way by which he paſſed, 24.20.30. 
34: Mar.6.55.56. ſo they muſt be found in the'walke 
of 7eſu,the way of the meanes, whom he willfecale ſpi- 
ritually. His ordinary walke'is-/in the Temple of the 
New Teſtament; that is, in-the/publique' afſettbly of 
Chriſtians. Thither(therefore) we njuſt come; if wee 
will know Chriſtin thearme of power to our Saluati- 
on. 'Daxid knew the way by his: experience; arid follo* 


wed itwith lope tothe Temple. ?ſx/-42.1.4; and, when 
mere TREES _ 
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'* | the faintingofhisſoule: hehad drunke deepe of Gods | 
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_. Sul (bis Father in law) tooke this way from him by ba- ' 

niſhmentfor ſome time, how doth he defire hisreturne 
| thicher by morethen an ordinary affection? for, hee fa- 
| | redasa woman, ſet a longing after ſomewhar, which | 
| (becauſe ſhe cannot obtaine) maketh her ſick of deſire, 
; Pſal84.2. There Gods cuidences were kept,and there | 
; God wasin place by an extraordinary preſence : hence, 
' the Prophet was taken vp with aloue thereof, cuen ro 


; bleſſinggin that earthly heauen ; which being denicd | 
; him by a kinde of excommunication out of that Para- | 
 diſe of God, firſt vnder Sze/, and then vnder _4b/olom 
| his owneſonne; how ſoule-fick was he forthe daily ſa- 
crifices ?foſes,whenthe people of God were kept with 
Pharass (trong hand, as witha chaine in Egypt,from fer- 
' uing at ſomepublique Altar,asketh their deliverance of ' 
| the King, leſt the Lord ſhould meete them with Pe- | 
| ſtilence;or ſword,Exod.$.3. and ſo,vpon paine of death, | 
: God muſt be publikely ſerued y which, if our bodies 
eſcape, our ſoules ſhall not. Thus it was in the Lawand | 
| vader Moſes. In the New Teſtament, inlike manner,it 
; wasthe praQiiſe of Chriſtians to beate this way ro the | 
| Lord, Luke 4-16.and why did they ſo aſſemble, and fo 
manyin houſes, which they called Synagogues,bur be- | 
| cauſe they were,vpon promiſe,perſwaded thereto meet 
the Lord Chriſt, who wouldbe inthe middes of them ? 
Mat.18.30. Atanother time,the whole Citiecameto- 
gethcr inalikeaflembly,androailike end, AF. 13.43.44. 
and forthis, the aſſembly iscalled Gods'Army, ?/al.r1o. 
' 3- becquſe God takes the: muſter of his people there. | 
| But furrher, for this meeting wee: have ia commande- | 
' ment, andday ſet,..Corc11a17.18. 1.Cor,y6.1.Thns (then) | 
: we haue traced the way in which we may finde me _ | 

ound | 
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. : notcarefor the abundance of Gods houſe > orhad we 


_ ithen findehim,or befound of him inthe way, wherein 
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found of Chriſt: euen the Kings high-way which fooles | 
cannot miſſe, and which none, but wotle then fooles, | 
goc out of, E/ay 35.8. thereaſors: 3:4 

There is /acobs Ladder in the ſtaires of the means to | 
heauen, Gerz.28.12.17., there God hath commanded 
the bleſſing, and life for euer, 2/a/.133.3- Secondly,ir: 
is our Fathers houſe, 79hz 2.16. and where doe children 
conuerſe familiarly with their earthly Fathers, bur ar ' 
home 1n their Fathers houſe 2 where haue they the ; 


f | cow's land LF S"Y 


bur therein? And ſhall wee not care to goe home; 


[ro G OD, our heauenly Father, in the Aſſem-) 


blie z where we may haue him toſpeake kindely to vs by ; 
his Word ; where wee may ſpeake familiarly to him in 
; our prayers; where wee may meete with his ſcales of 
, aſſurance, and be bettered by his nurture & rod of diſci- 
: pline ; where he giues vs his Sonne, and giues vs his 
; Spirit, and grace in our hearts? where hee keepes his 
! wealth, and where his houſhold-ſtuffe lies or doe wee 


rather liue beggerly inthe world,then richly at Church? 
, tobeſhort ; had weerather looſe our gracious Farher 


| they that ſeeke finde,Mar.7.7. weſhould be followers of 
God:and wil we be followers ofthoſe, who chooſe ano- 
ther Father in their ordirary abſences from the Afſem. 
bly,then they haue,who aſſemble willingly in the day of 
- Gods muſters?Pſ(a/.110.3.Thirdly,hence,when Cain was 
| caſt out of Adems houſe, which was the Church then, 
; heſaid ro God, [amceſtout of thy fieht, Gen1.4.14. mea- 
; ning his face in the Aſſembly,which is the Churchnow. | 


. |. Butis Chriſtfound in Church-Aſſemblies?and doth ' 7c, 


' hethere ſecke vs? and ſeckevs for much good coour | 
| | C 2 - felues? | 


'' 


helps'of naturall life, but there and in what houſe, ! 
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| he was brought backe againe to God in his ordinances. 


defire, aboue,or more thenall he deſired, to dwell inthe | 
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ſclues > how vnwiſe are we, and what fooles for our 
ſelues, if we will ſuffer every twiſt of occafion, though 
ih neuer ſo ſnail athred,tohold vs from thence > If a 
mortall King ſhould ſeckeys in ſome ſpeciall place to 
beſtow honours, and wealth vpon vs; and we(knowing 
the place)would not comerhither,were we not both vn- 
dutifull ro him, and vawiſe to our (clues? This is the ve. 
ry caſe ofour Papiſts Recuſant,and Proteſtants at large. | 
Theimmortal King of kings ſeckes them in our Church- 
Aſſemblies to make them rich in Chriſt, andegreat in 
Heauen : yet they willnot be in place, nor tread vpon 
therhreſhold of his SanQuarie, ſaue where Law binds ; 
nor fome, nay many, where they are ſo bound, Of Da- 
aids affeRion to the publike places of prayer, hearing 
the Word, receiuing the Sacraments, and the like, wee 
heard. The riuer of his deſires riſing mainely inthis 
caſe,could be kepr within no banke : he covldreſt vpon 
no ground, till, being in exile from Gods Tabernacle, 


Itwas his Crofle, and a weighty one vpon him, that by 
tyrannic, andenforcedabſence, hee was not permitted 
to wotſhip at 1eruſ@gem. But now, who doth not ac- 
count it the leat'ofhis trouble, that by. ſickneſſe, and 0. 
ther impediments necefſicared, not procired,he is held, 
as in bongs;, from the publique Afſembly? who wiſheth 


for his appearance beforethe Lord, as the Hart brayeth | 


for yrs of water ? Pſal.42.1, who now fearerh the 
hand of the Lord (thatofwhich we heard) for omitting 
the publique Seruiceof God in the Congregation?and 
not holden from it by Phareo, as ſome neceſſary chaine 
in EEYPrgnut with chaines of their owne, cither vnne- 
ceſſarybulines, or carnall ſports? Exod.5.3.Itwas Danids 


houſe 
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boule of the Lord all his time, 4d 0 behold the beauty of 
the Lord in his Temple, P[al.27.4. wee make no ſuch re- 
queſt, nor will we take vp our pleaſant daics with ſuch 
ſad matters. And ſome,though they dwell not far from 
the place, wherethe Arke of the Goſpel is placed inthe 
Preaching Miniſters mouth, as in the Tabernacle there- 
of; yer, if the werher be not to their lazie minds, if any 
impediment ſeazethem ;zalefſe mat&@rthen the buying 
of a Farme,or the prouing of fiue yoke of Oxen,wil keep 
them away,Luke 24.18.19.you muſt have them exculed; 
they cannot:bur more truly,they wil not come: & why? 
they can ſerue God at hone, as well asthere : ſo covld 
Abrahamas cafily,as baue gone the dolorous tourney of 
- | three daies, to Sacrifice his deareſt Son 1/aac, Ger.22.4. 
but Abraham muſt go,and Abraham did goto the place 
which God ſhewed him. And ſo God will be ſerned in 
the place he hath ſhewed vs, and inthe manner,8& as we 
hauc heard of him : there we muſt offer vp,not the only 
childe of our loues,but the foule children of our luſts, Tames 
1.15.% that yponthe Altar ofthe law that threataeth ini- | 
quires and fins. The Iewes came betimes to _—_ 
trhough dwelling in the vttermoſt liſts of the Land : nei- 
ther foule weather, nor perill by that long way could 
hinderthem : for,with Abraham, they droue away al vn- 
cleane fowles ofexception,that mighg fall vpon the car- 
kafles that were for that ſacrifice then, Gez.15.11, But 
| | now, Davids place is empty : O Lord,how lotg? which, 
though $4uls now do not marke,as Sau! then;God doth: 
& the Pews & Seats that are emptyſo often, and forno 
cauſe he knowes,who will one day ſay:wherefore come 
nottheſe ro meate,neither yeſterday nor ro day ? 1.Sam. 
20.27. I may adde, and ſay; not theſe ſcuen or eighe 
weckes of daies? And here let me ſpeake to ſuch yowil- 
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* F* Meferwidey Frhe *Parifianline were ſtretched overtheland,& men 
{ bis Traft onthe | | 


lingandpreſt men ( where, God will hauenone in his = 


' camp bur voluntaries, P/al.110.3.)what would {uch do, | 
' ſhould be killed with their bibles in their hands, their 
blood being ſprinkled vpon the ſzats they fic on ? would i 
they nor ſay: this cuillis(all)of the Lord,8 why ſhould 

we waite on the Lord ary longer, 2.King.6.33. But to 
| make ſhore : yee tar thus turnethe back and not your | 


| | faces to Gods SanQuary,& ſacred houſe;confider your | 


: waies,and turne your feete vnto Gods teſtimonies:con- ' 
ſider who it is thatſeekes you, and where,and for whar. 

He that ſeckes you is Jeſws, he that ſaues his people, and 
| muſt you,if you willnot bedamned : and he ſeckes you 


in the aſſembly:and there ſeeks you for your own good. |. 


I fay therfore,would you be found of Godin peace; or 
| of your Sauiour (the Sonne of God) ro your peace and 

comfort everlaſting : be in the way of the meanes : let 
your feete ſtand within the gates of the Goſpels /rraſa- 
lems : there fall downe low on your faces, and kneele be- 
| fore the Lord your Maker Pſal.95.6. And God perſwade 
Taphethto dwell in the tents of Shem,Gen.9.27. But there 
are'many out-lyers, and many, who when they ſhould! 
dwell in Shems Tent, atthe tives of publike prayer and | 
hearing, dwell in the tents of Cham, where their other 
impieries areaccompliſhed and made vp with their ſcof- 


hardly are ſuch perſwadedto bein the Temple with $S/- 
meonand Anne,Luk.2.27.38.0r to be found inthe Tem- 
leto bee healed, as this man whom Chriſt healed ? 
ut-/e/us ſeckes them there, and they looſe himin the 
; world;and in werdly luſts of profit and pleaſures. God 
and Prince require their preſence: God vpon paine of 


fings at XN 4h, the Preachetof rightcouſneſſe O, how | _ | 


| deaths8 the Prince vpon pain of twelue pence for cuery 


day : | 
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| = = neither God nor Prince can be heardzand how 
ſhall I>. 
So much for theplace where this man was found,with 
the circumſtances oftime and perſon; it followethto 
| conſider,whar Chriſt ſaid. ; | 
nd (aid unto him, behold,e+c. 
N cheſe words that Chriſt ſpake vato the Man, wee 
haue a precept,and reaſons perſwading it:the precept 
in theſe words ; Sine xo more: the reaſons are two, as 
| firſt the benefic of his bealth,#how art made wholezand the 
threatning ofa worſe marter, ifhe ſhould ſin afterwards 
as before : leſt « worſe thing come vn10 thee:for the firlt of 
the reaſons; we haue the benefitit ſelfe, and finger at ir, 


* | inthe word; bebold; Afﬀter our Sauiour had cured this 


man, he preſently left hiw,asappeareth in thenexr verſe 
before; now hereturnes againe, as not meaning to bee 
long hid, that his power might be knowne,& his ſtrange 


| worke had in remembrance : which therefore made him 
'; to ſay; beho/a,as leading him by the handto a deeper c6- 


fideration of what was done vponhim: as ifhe had ſaid, | 


| thou was t tyed tothy bed witha long infirmity of eight 
| ard thirty yeeres continuance : now this tie is looſed by 


him thatſaid vnto thee z riſe, take wp thy bed and walke, 


1 v8. and nowthou art noe longer:boundto thy bed,bur 
Vet not 2 Or behold that ; 


free to God : remember and4 


meprkc of thy cure,paſſing | 
{ome pauſe vpon it. This I rakg#0 be the meaning of our 
Sauiour in theſe words:behold thow art made whole:which : 


. 


reacheth that chriſtians ſhould not paſſe ouer Gods pro- ' 


Qs.cither of 


ceedings towards them in his noble A L 


cy or iuſtice with a carclefle,or blind 

word Se/ah,which is a word of attentionzrepeated three 

times; as ver«4-5.7.importeth as much S345" 7 
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did againſt Amaleck(Gods peoples enemic) muſt as we 
heard, be written in a booke or regiſter, Ex.19.14.andin 


in (ure tables of laſting memory. So Sawel, taking a 


ic by the name of * hitherto the Lord hath holpen vs, 
1.5472.7.12. Thelike ſtone ofhelpfor memorie, did the 
lewes ſer vpin anextraordinary holy day to God for 
his deliucring of them from the butchery of Hamas, 
Heſt.9.17.18. And D antd brought his heatt to an edge 
by ſuch diligent booking of Gods daily mercies : for, 
fighting the Lords bartells,he ſer down asin a commen- 
tarie or iuſt yolume, the Geſts and Acts of cuery daies 
he had thepen of aready writer,this way:the reaſons: 

One maine end of God,in his ſtrange workes of mer- 
cy and iuſtice, is to open our eyes andto proucke confi- 
deration : and ſhall God come fo neerein them,to eue- 
ry one of vs,and we take no view of him in obieQs of ſo 
great light ? P/al.50.22.Secondly,he that made all,doth 
all for himſelfe ; Pro.16.4. thatis, that his workes might 
praiſe him, who isonely worthy to be praiſed, ?/a/.145. 
10. bur how ſhall we giue himthereſpess of his power, 
| praiſe, goodnes, and infinite glory, when in his workes 
that arc wonderfull, weghſcrue little or nothing there- 
after ; and when, fromangs thatare ſtranger then we 
thought of, and greaterthe 
matter.to admire his wiſedomeſo,as we be guided by it, 
orto _ his power fo, as we repoſe vpon it ? and 
heete, tell me ifit.benotadiſgrace to an expert worke- 
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Deut.25.17.it muſt be written, what God did that way, | 


ſtone, and pitching it betweene Mizphe and Shen,called | 


march tothe praiſe of God.Thebook of Pſalmes ſhew's | 


m we lookt for, wee draw no |* 


m4 
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or, if God workmercifully in our kingdome,as helarely 
| did by quenching ſo ſtrangely thoſe coales of Plague he 


ſilence : we muſt not forget his louing kindneſſe to o0b- 


' not beſo-tooliſh & ignoraptand as beaſts before God. 


this a diſgrace, being offered to man who works imper- 


fealyzwhar is it then,not to baue ineſteemetheworkes | 
of God,ſo perfeRly wroughtzAnd(here) Salomons coun 


ſelis,(and it is good counſel;)confider the work of God, 
Eccleſ-7.13, Thirdly, when men comming into ſome 
(hop,bchold ſome curious work; they paſſe by it(knows- 
ing it madenot itſelf;) and enquireafter him thatmade 
it : and ſhall we looking into the ſhop of Gods workes, 
thatare all excellent, looſe our ſight in them, neuer loo- 
king away to the moſt excellent work-man, I's 1o van 
our Creator? Fourthly, it God doe nothing, !in; vaine ; 
then whar he doth alwaies topurpoſe, muſt bethought 
of accordingly, by rhe aſſiſtance and helpe of our beſt 
meditation, Pſal.nt1g.  _ EY 

An inſtruQtiqn therforeto.gathermatter fromall Gods 
works, (eſpecially ſuch as are ſtrangely wrought)to our 


help in this duty: when we ſee iudgements executed in | 
| [theland,we muſt putthem down in our memories, asin | 


ſome book,that we may feaxe and be humbled -by them: 


caſt into Loxaoy, and by opening that Fountaine of cra- 
ding that was ſo choakt vpin the lalt Viſitation by Pe- 


ſerue it for his praiſe, whoſe prercy enagreth for ever. The 


Prophet, the Author of the-147.and 148. P/alwmes, was | 
| trained vp inthis Schoole, & learned very much bythe 


wiſdome and iuſticethat he found in all Gods. workes. 
And ſurely, ifwe would go to Schoole,but to our daily 
experience inthiskinde,hauing eyes ſuch as this Man of 
Godhad,and vſingour diligence ſis he did,we ſhould 
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.: =. | Then ate weas blockiſh as'thoſe Iewes, whom 7eremy 
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| And ſhall welearnenothing of God, who hauc not on- 


| ted orberrothed ir; Mich. 6.9.If the father brings a rod, 


| led, By ir,orin —_— they gather themſclucs,and all 
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had no other bookes but the workes of Godtoreadcin, 


didin them ſee ſomewhat of the true God, though not 
to hisglory by the wiſedome whichis of bim; Row, r.20, 


lythe darke booke ofhis workes to looke vpon, but the 
booke of aplainer letter, the booke of his word ro medi- 
cate of? ſhalwe become more fooliſh then the wiſer ſorr 
of the heathen were, that'onely groped after” God in 
their fooliſh hearts rhat were full of darkeneſle, wer/e 21. 
And (now)to our purpoſe : doe we thinke, or can wee 
umaginethat God ſent and took away ſo great a firc of 
Plapue, ſave for ſome few ſparkes thar yer remaine here 
and there vntroden out, only to hold talke of it,andnot 
to feare that God that hath power ouer all Plagues ? 


reproobeth for learning nothing of the feare of God by 
his bleſſings, yea though he reſerued vnto them the ap- 
pointed weekes of the harueſt, 7er.5.24. Bur Godschil- 
dren,/and all: whom the Lord hath madewiſero their 
Saluarion,wil hearethe Rod,and bim who hath appoin- | 


the fearefyll childe will tremble: the whip of Peſtilence 
isaſoreRod, & they'tremble at it, whom God hath ſea- 


their wits, together, taking them vp from their ſtray 
waies, beforerhedecree (which is at the ſeale) come 
forth,or beexecutedagainſt then, Zeph:2.1.or they fan 
& winnow themſelves fromthe chaffe of fin,which ci- 
not abide in the windeofthe Lords iuſtice,& is driuen'to 
hell with finners,andallthar forget God. They trie their 
waies, —— tothe touch, turning vnto God, 
Lem.3.40. andſoure better by*the rod, E 

correQion' makes therti whole: The wicked nor (6. © 
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} +, Areproofeof thoſe who ſer-all Gods iudgements, or 
 workes done in iudgement, ar naughr, Therearethat 
| deſpiſe counſell, and willnone of Gods correQion, Pro, 


nor by the whiplaſhing chem.: whether God be'angry 
or well pleaſed, they are all one. Ler the earthbe moued, 
they are notmoued, and let the hills tremble, they feare 
not. . Inthe ſad daies:of a Land, . cauſed by Peſtilence, 
dearth, or therumoursof warre, they drinkewinein 
bowles, andanoint themſelues with the chiefe oynt- 
| ments, not troubled for cheaffliction of 7oſeph, Am.6.6. 
no.aduerſity can. make them change their merry note 
which they chauntto their inſtrumentsof muſick,ver.5. 
and they pur the day of cuill farre off, verſ# 3, They con- 
ſider notthe rod,andprouokethe ſtriker,neither can pu- 
niſhments awe them, nor bleſſings winne them: for 
puviſhwets,if they touchrior them,nomarterwherthey 


or with Papiſts, as their due and merit from God : they 


giuers diſhonor:' Hence; fofewito.chisday,:ſee toany 
amendment, notwithſtiding the finger of Godzot rather 
whole band in ſo grieuousa Plague,or ſtroke vpon Lox- 
do,neuer the like, or ſo-great in any memory now living. 
Bur though'God bath now toppedthie ſore, that1o-ran 
& ceaſed not; yer how ſoone heimay open itagaine,who 
knowes?8& who ſhould notconſtder?he is the ſame God 
that.he was euer,; and the God that hateth'iniquity as 
njuch-as euer he did.: . ThePeftilence tharwas ſo lately 
ſent, what was it but the'fruir of aneuill eres; thatis; of 
the Realms ſin?OQur Land was all over-runne with fin : 
Our Cities and great Townes were as the Por, and the 


eAn Admonition to all England, | 


| 1-25-ſuchare never the better by his wordcalling them, 


light:and for bleſhings,theytake them asgifrs of fortune, 
riſe notby.cthem to obediece, & they live ivthem to the | 


| men in them, asthe fleſh; Py ExekrelThap. 
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{the whole Land therewas a large contederacie and in- 


 fulnes of bread,and abundance of idleneſſe(the very fins 


'|-uoking God.in the Church, and grieuing bim-in the 
|\Commonewealth.,, the-Lord: will. watch: vpon worls 
Plaguesto bring them among vs: for; when one affliQi- 


Ee eee earmawwwwooadw 


rhem)no Teachers : and ſome that caughr,threw down. 
by cuill example what they builded by dodtine, eating 
anddrinking with ſinners,,A44.24-49.the poorc ſheepe 
wereſmitteu with ignorance : all good fellowſhip was 
and did coriftft in pots of drinke, and pipes of ſmoake.1n 


creaſe of ſinfull men. The finnes of che Churches ſpoken 
of; Apoc.2.and 3. Chapters, were the fins of ſome of ber= 
ter note intheir cold Joue of the truth : and for pride, 


of Sodom what were they but Exglands crying fins? Thus | 
ic was with vs, andthis weewere, when the lae'Plague 
began z andifwetall againe vpon this cuill byas of old 
cuſtome to like. ſins or worſe; not remembring Gods 
Jate-band; what can we expeE&burtanew Plague, orthe 
old renewed?.God bath otherroddes of correRionin 
bis Schoole; and yron rods'to/breake vs,” if we will not 
turneatthe correction paſt: or if we will-ſinne ſtill, pro- 


on cannot preyaile, be canſend another, and many, till 
we be wade better, or confounded, Lexit.26.18a9; /. 
::.,So much forthe: finger direRing:to-thic benefic 2:the 
bencfiticelfe followeth.. or dl en bt nh 
134 7; 0 T bou art made whole: {41 LF. | 

'Hriſtheereremembersrhe man of the benefirhee/ 
Shad ſolately and: ſitangely' received in tris health, 
which was-giuen him;notmetliately 1nthe'/Poole of Be- 
theſda, but immediately:by; diuine power; And theſe 
-words arethe ground of the ſut/eqaerradmonirion firſt, 
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as if the. Zaxd Chrifthadſaid :finmadeches fickz & God | 
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15 |11,3::2443:445+ Our Malters in 1ſrac}were (many of: 


hath' | 


FE | the Prophet Hoſea,exhorting the people that went farre 
from Godin their {ianes, ro draw back by repentance, | 


' | Hoſea 6xuas if there were no Phyſitian but ke, nor balme 


| | but Miniſters by whom we beleeue,n.Cor.3:5a0d fo,thele 


| 


a_—_ 


hath mide rhee whole; fall uot backeto thy ſins paſt, 


it; was 3;ledged by the Ser/bes,andnoridenied by, 


ey Atmonition tvall England. | 11 


 leſtthe relapſe make thee worſe then euer, Queſt, But 
' who made this manwhole> nſw. God by his pow- 
er, and Chriſt as God : ere learne, tharas God can 
make ſicke; ſo itishe onely that can make whole. Ve 

reade as inuch in the Text of Hazzahs ſong, which Text 
| ſpeaketh of a greater matter : forit ſaith; the Lord killerh 
nd maketa aliuebringeth downe to the graue, and raiſeth 


to health, chen to bring from death to life, Therefore, 
Hezekiah (King of [adah,)went the right way-forhealth, 
when be turned hu face to the wall, aud prayed wnto the 
Lord,Eſay 38... hence Moſes in his ſong faith, what we 
hauc heard Hen inher ſong to ſay, Deat.32.39. And 


giues this for one reaſon, that the Lord would heale them, 


of healing but by him;furcheralſo,ſo much the king of 1/+ 
rgel(none of the beſt, rather oneoftheworſt) contelled, 


him 70 beale a1m4n of his Leproſie,2. King $.7.the reaſons: | 
| Hence, our healch is commonly and ttuly called Gods 
bleffing: ang hereccorporall Phyfitians, or Phyſitians of 
the body, ate-as th: ſpiricuall of che ſoule : for they: are 


are but Minjſters of health,and Godis the giuer:ba-tbat 
maketh an vabclecugr-fairhfall, ishethatmaketha'ficke! 
man-whole 2 andthis js God, for Faith is the geſt vf God, 
Epbeſ.248. Secondly, fla cauſerh ſickneſeandlimpaiterh 
health, Micah: 6,10.13, but Godoncly forgine x7 | 
rilts | 

j 


vÞ, 1.$41.2.6, Now, it is caſierto raiſe from ſickneſle | 


ſaying;tharhe muſthaue Gods place,who will take vport / 
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_ Aninſtcuctionto vſe ſuch Phyſitians for our necefſi- 
tie, as by whom we may be perſwaded that God, who 


And theſe muſt be men of good conſcience and found 
Religion ; not Popiſh, or of no Religion, if wee can 


Godin 1/rael, that yee goe to enquire of the God of 
Ekron for your health ? 2.King.1.3. God giueth the bleſ- 
ſing : and can wethinkethat hee will incloſeit to vs in 


: euill meanes? further, hauing made our beſt choiſe this 


way, we muſt take certainereligious preparatiues, that 
their phyſick may hauethe'berter worke vpon vs. And 
here, we muſt humble our ſoules with repentance, and 
confeſſion of finnes : yea craue pardon for them, and 
forſake them, purpoſing amendment : allo, we muſt ſan- 


- Rific our ſicke beds, and makethem vp by the Word of 


GodandJprayer, 1.77#.4-5- Thetruth is; when a man 


ir, but Gods bleſſing -is/ ir that ſtrikes the ſtroke of 
healch;;and reconets him. Therefore let thoſe who haue' 


| lately felc the ſyeer fruit ofGods worke ;/ in their reſto- 


rings to healrh fromthe wound of Plague, bring forth 


correQion by fickneſle, ro begin reperitance by turning 
to himtharſwiteth vs: when-wertake phyſick for-our re- 
couery,wemuſtnottake as truſting in ir, but .repoſe 


| on:Godforheakth:znormuſtour end oftaking'ir be'to 
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| putoff death further then God hath bounded ourterre 
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chooſe: elſe it will be ſaid : is ic nor becauſe there is no | 


is made whole, good medicines are good meanes vnto | 


like fruit ofthankfulneſle in their turnings to him that | 

| hath healed them : elſe better they had died then;'and 

| thatthe Plagae had taken away their life, when ittooke 

- | awaytheirheakth; Thewant ofthis is(often)cauſe thar | . 
| diſeaſes, curablelin-themſelues, are made incurable by 

| ourſfiones :which ſhould make'vs;,when God begins his 


E] 


maketh whole, will ſend a meſſage of health vnto vs. | 


10) 


| [neſſe: ſo did _4hazi4h,who falling through a latteſle in 


| to phyſttions,and not to God,2.Chron.16.12.0r to them 


| if theyeuer recouer and increaſe the wrath, going fur- 
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here: for, pbylick can goeno farther then hee hath ap- 
pointed, who puts his ſtaffe into it withour which ir falls 


{to nothing. 
A reproofe of thoſe who with ſz in ſickneſle, ſecke 


in the firſt place,and to God, when there is no other re. 
medie. Some never call when God bindeth them, ob r. 
36.13. bid them pray, they liſt nor, or cannot : and for 
their ſickneſſe,they fretatir, and with Cairn ſay z the pu- 
niſhment i greater then they can beare,Gen.4.13 asif they 


is, ſo ſeuerely,or ſo for nothing, And ſo,they anger him 
with their impaticncie, who muſt giue them their health 


cher in but not comming our of fickneſſe co health. But 
ſome, inſteede of ſeeking the Lord by prayer, ſecke to 
the diuel in ſome witch for eaſe of paine, or end of ſick- 


his vpper chamber in Samaria, was ſo bruiſed with the 
fall.char he lay fick of it vpon his bed, till he died : here- 
upon,when he ſhould haue ſent to God in 7/racthe ſent 


faith, but to the diuell in finne, to know if he ſhould re- 
couer of that diſcaſe, 2.Xing.1.2.6. 
The admonition followerb. 
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zo more : the meaning is, not as thou haſt done : and ſo 


he bidds him notto keepe acourſe in finne, as before, 
and not to returne tothe voinit which he hath caſt : or, 


ſhould ſay : God doth not well ſo.to puniſh them; that 


to an Idol in Ekron, Baal-zebub; thatis, notto Godin 


Vr Sauiour, having made this Man whole ; here, 
| like a good Phyſirian, rells him what dyer hee |;. 
ſhould keep,to keepe ſo. The dyet preſcribed is; Sv 
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hewiſheth himco looke better to the health ofliis ſoule, | 
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_| he ſhould neuer fall againe ; for that is impoſſible in this 


| ofhis (in; from whence we may draw this concluſion ; 


| knowne to vs,but well knowne to God, 1oh.g.2.3 yet fin 


'| that was contentedtobe reconciled to ſinners is at em: 
nity with fi; hence,fin is the proper andkindly cauſe of | | 


- | ſo of ſickneſles vpon it,and him. And for generall ſtrokes 
' | vpon a Land,that fincauſeth them, it is a ow caſe in 


* | ſpeech of Chriſttothe ck of che Palſey, (in which diſcaſe 


for negle& whereof, he had ſuch ill healthin bis body 
and to take heede that by the il] dyer of fin he fell not in- 
to arelapſe,This may be our Sauiours counſell : where 
yet heintendsnot that he canbe lo free from in, as that 


mid-vaile : but intimares that his ſickneſſe was rhe fruir 


that the diſcaſes of the body (tor the moſt part) come 
from the diſeaſe ofthe minde,cauſed by ſin; and ſo,God 
correcteth ſin with the whip of fickneſle,nor alwaies, yer 


are(fometimes)other caules of fickneſle beſide fin, not 


(ordinarily)is cauſe. The firſt fall gaue vs this bruiſe, and 
euer ſince we ſpat blood through or by meanes of ic. [n- 


the ſcede of the woman,Gen.z.15. but it neuerrcached fo 
far as to conclude a peace betweene God and ſin:and he 


Plagues vpona whole Nation,or particular perſon; and 


the book of Lamentations: where eremyſhewing what 
a folly itis for man ſo to yexe himſelf, that is,fo in vaine 
by miſ-iudging ofhis eftare, helps to winde him our of 
the by-pathes of ſo:foule miſtakes;and direQtly tells him, 
that being ſamittenof God, hee ſiffereth iuſtly rhe pu- 
niſhryent ofhis ſinzwg# /uffereth for his ſin, Lam.3.39.but 
more ſpecially; in the ipſtance of ſickneſles,that theſe al- 
ſo come deſeruedlyfor ſin, befide the words here, the 


| bis ſinne' held him) doth make plaine. as vpon tables, 


moſt-what, and commonly, I ſay not alwaies : for,there |, 


deed, a peace fince was made betweene God and vs in | 
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' Mat. 9.26, for,firſt he forgaue him his {ins removing the 
cauſe, verſe 2, and then he healed his Palſey, chaoging 


the effeQ,ver.6.God was comming to Iadeb with good 
| things in both hands : but hee turned away : the good 
came not, which their ſins hindered,and cuilthings were 
ſent, which their iniquities were cauſe of, Jer.5.25. Elz- 
' phaz tells 1ob, that miſery comes not forthof the duſt, 


the proper mother of milerie,which is ſin,verez. The re- 
bellious to Gods ordinances (who are foule ſinners)are 
threacned, for like matter, by the Lord himſelfe, Zewe. 


on, and becauſe of their iniquities are afflited, Pſat. 
105.17. that is, afflied with fickneſle, and viſited with 
troubles,P/a/.89.32. the reaſons: : 

In many things we fin all,/ewes 3.2. and all in ſome : 
but the leaſt ſip doth, atthe beſt hand, deſerue the gen- 
tle correftion of fickneſſe, which, hauing the owne due, 
deſeructh hell and death, Rem..6.23. Secondly,theeuill 
ofpuniſhmentfolloweth che evill of fin : and God can- 


ſin, when men doe not ſpare to ſin.Godis righteous and 
not mercifull onely : and therefore Davids ſong to him 
is of his mercy and juſtice, ?/a/.101.1, Thirdly, God 
ſhould doe wrong, if it were not right to viſit mans 
tranſpreſſion with the rod,and his iniquity with ſtrokes, 
P/4.89.32. butthe God of iudgement cannot doe but 


more, where more is due: therefore, God affliing for 
fin, it followeth that fin is the deſerving cauſe of that af- 
flition whatſocuer. 


—— 


lb 5.6.and bids him to ſeeke another morher for ir,cuen | 


26.15.16. andthe Pſalmiſt ſaiththar fooles, (by. which | 
he meaneth wicked ones) by reaſon of their tranſgreſli-|. 


not make ſuclf abreach in his iuſtice, as to ſpare for |, 


what iuſt is: and it is iuſttogiue to every morher her |: 
owne childe; thar is,correQion where it is deſerued,and | 
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| or otherwaies, to confeſſe theright father, cuen that 


-| ned,yert God wasfree and he in fault.,The like confeſſion 


T 26 | en Admonitiontoall England, | | | 


* Aninftrudtion inallwe ſuffer, whether by ſickneſſe, 


which hath begorten all that with the ſeede of ſin: wee 
muſt confeſſe our fins to bee cauſe of all, and learneto 
profit by the hand to amendment, I ſay then: hath God 
lately croſt vs in our trades? it is becauſe we traded with 
ſin: haue our ficlds kept theic Sabbathsir is becauſe we 
haue not kept Gods Sabbaths: haue they beene tull of 
weedes ? our hearts haue been fuller ofthe weeds of fin: 
bath God touched vs in our bodies ? itis, becauſe wee 

have ſo diſkonored him in our. bodies : doth the Land | 
mourne? and may we not ſay,becauſe of Oathes,the Land 
mourneth ? ler.23.10.So, for cuery ſorrow we muſt lay ; 
this is our ſorrow; thatis, that which we are worthy of, 
andcomestothe right owner, 7er.10.19. If God lay his 
finger vpon vs, touching vs, in oureſtate with want, or 
in our name with diſgrace ; nay,ifhe lay his whole hand 
vpon vs,ſmiting vs with the calamities of Peſtilence,Fa- 
min,or Sword,we muſt cleare the Lord in al,8 in al ſay; 
Righteons art thou O Lord, & iuſt are thy indgements, Me 
1194137. David, when it was told him fromthe Lord by 
Nathan,that euitſhouldbe raiſed againffhim out of his 
owne houſe, that the Sword ſhould be laid vpon ir, that 
his wives (hould be defiled, and the childe die, 254m 
11.12. pleaded to all this no other defence, but 7 hae 
ſinned againſt the Lord,verſe 13. Andheconfeſleth, that 
when allchoſe iudgements ſhould come and be execu. 
ted vpon him, which God, by his Propher, hadthreat- 


made Davie! for thepeople, or rather againſithepeople 
for the Lord,in as fearefull a judgement as couldbe exc- 
cuted ypon a Nation ; Daz.9.5,6,7,11,12,13,14. which 


was, that the Lord was iuſt, and that they had deſerued 


po 


ſomuch | 
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| Commentary'on-?ſal.91.ver.1o. the words ; thereſball 
#0exill,&c,Dofrineand Vies there, 


line thar called for it? and ifſo: ſhould it not make vs in 


 eAn Admonition to all England. 
ſomuch and more:what Dauid & Daniel did ina Plague 
andcalamitie the greateſt vnder heauen, that muſt wee 


doc in like manner, andiuſtifieche Lordin all his iudge- 
ments: for, no iudgement is executed,which is not exe- 


ic: if God poure outthedregges of his wrath, it is, be- 
cauſe we are frozen in our dregpges of fin, Zeph.1.12. the 
earth js filled with cruelty, before God will fill it with 
water, Gen.6.and 7. Chap. and Sodom burneth with luſts, 
before God will burne it with fire,Gen.a18.20.94 19.5424 
25. So Tedahſerueth fin,before God will giue vp Iadab 
to ſerue in Babe/, Shee will notſerue the Lord : for 70. 
yeeres, therefore, ſhee muſt ſerue a ſtrange Lord, m a 
ſtrange Land. Andnow for our ſelues of this Nationzthe 
Lord hath lately broken in by a terriblePlague:and ſhall 
we think other, but chat the fins were ſtrong and maſcu- 


all chat is come, to confeſle Gods righteouſnes, andour 
owneopen ſhame, becauſe we haue ſinnedagainſt him? 
Dan.g.8, ſhould it not make vs to ſearch and trie'our 
waics, and to turne againe vnto the Lord ? or make vs 
ro new-caſt our ſelues, that we may be a people, holy to 
God? T:t.2.14. If wee doe not, rather, if wee will not, 
what bope, ſin continuing, (the cauſe of Plagues) but 


ther God mult looſe his iuſtice, or weperiſb,ifwee will 
not be reformed : this was more latgely ſpoken of in my 


A reproofe ofthoſe who being vnder: the hdhd'of 
Godintheir many fins, never give Godgloty by con- 
feſſing vnto him his righreouſneſle; ardtheir iniquities | 


cutcd for fin: the law readsthe ſentence,and God gives | 


that the effe& ſhould follow, grear'Plagues for fin > ei- | 
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\gainſt him that ſtrikech wich it : ſo did that reprobate, 
Mat.25-24. who charged his Lordto bea hard man,and 
an vnreaſonable raker : one that had a very hard law, a 


Ax 


| Cain, and that Gods puniſbment was abouethe fault, 
'| Gen.4-13- The Hypocrite, when God laies ſmart vp-! 


law.thatreaped where it neuer ſowed : .if they doe not 
what he commandeth, the law is intollerable, and who 
can helpe it > or, whoſe fault is it but his who ſhould 
haye giventhem better grace? ſo ſay Reprobates;ſo ſaid 


on him, and paies him in iuſtice, for iniquity and for 
ſins, farcth like a beaſt that is ſticked & hal'd with ropes, 
viing neither meckenes nor entreaty, but with roaring 
and ſtrugling,and ſtraining himſelfe doublerh his paine. 
He neuer conſiders his fin, in which heis bound faſt vn- | 
to indgement, but complaines of his puniſhment ; alſo, 
he flutters like abird ina Net, when God hath. caught 
him: bur, whatis gotten by ſtrugling thus vader Gods 
hands? they thatareſo impatient vnderthe rod,muſt be 
boundto a forme: and what doe we getby running a- 
ainſt therocke and ſtone of offence but a daſhing in 
tters, withthe Plague-ſore.of a tormented conſcience? 
if (then) wewill not bee (as the moſt wicked) when wee 
are in faulc, we muſt humbly (as the moſt penitent) ſub- 
mit when we have to do withthe Lord ;reuerencing his 
iuſtlaw, andcleering him. If hee follow vs with judge- 
ments, he is juſt ; or, if hereie&vs, heis iuſt, hoy, and| . 
righteous, If he take away ourcorne in the time of Hpr- | 
ucli,he may doe it, ſin prouoking him : if hee brings | 
Plague againe, why may henot, who taking it awaſh 
mercy,may in iuſtice, reduce it for ſinne ? if he kill wile 
death,wecannot complaine,the wages of ſinne being #F 
our. hands, Ram 6.23-and the iffucs ofirinhis. y 
.- Thelaſtcaſon perſwadivg; followerh: 
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4 Leſt a worſe thing come vntothee. 


His laſt reaſon goeth off with a threatning ſhot. It 

& hatha fullcharge,celling the man whom Chriſt hea- 
led, that it he didſo againe, that is,ſoas before, be ſhould 
not carry itſo caſily : or then, it ſhould bee worſe with 
him then euer,God hauing an yron rodto breakethole, 
whom his rod of correQion cannot make better. And 


houſe that can neuer be emptied. Ifa man will not bee 
ſaid vnto by one or two warnings,he can ſend vnto him 


| if deare markets cannor, (there is a worſe thing behind. 
Andſo weſce,when one affliion can donothing,God 
| will ſend many and worſe: if alight correQion wiil not 
move vs, he hath a heauierrod : and when one cannot, 
many ſhall. This is aplaine caſe, as appeareth, Zee. 
26.18. where Moſes threatning,or God by him,obdurate 
| ſinners, tells chem, ifthey will nor keepe their hearts ſof- 
terand more ſteepe in obedience to him ; hee will pu- 


and that according to their fins, The like is threarned 
againſtthe like perſons by the ſame X49ſes; -Deat.28.58. 


. | finners are told, that they ſhall haue,:as their purchaſe 
and merit, many ſtrokes and wonderfull; yea wonder- 
rouſly durable, if they perſiſt coſinneapainſt that grear 
and feaxefullname,the Lord their God. Inthenexrverſe 
the 60. he holds on with more. And in?ſe/+32-10; the 
Prophet ſpeakes not of few forrowes,as crooks, to/pull 


| 


indeed, the Lord hath many iudgments in his ſtore-\ - 


by his great ordnance.lf fickneſle will notamend aland, | 


niſh them ſeuentimes more, that is, more and further, |* 


59. where, inthe perſon of the Lord, the obſtinare and | 


| inthe wicked. when they offer to breake frowGod;bur | 
of many.1 ſay therfore, goas farre as' thou wilt,if thou | 
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go from God,he can ferch thee againe from any of all 
the quarters of the earth, with many, yea innumerable 
ſorrowes: the reaſons : DOG 
Euenour-earthly Parents, where a little correfion 
moues not,wil lay on a greater,and give for five blowes, 
ewenty-: and ſhajl our heavenly Father doe lefle, when 
entler meanes candoe nothing ? Secondly, for this,the 
Lord hath his ſtore-houſe of judgements, and a whole 
treaſury of Plagues, Deur.32.34. hee hath a hammerto 
breake the ſtone, /er.23.29.anda rod of yron to breake 
rhehorrible ſinner, 4poc.2.27. 'Hee will bee amoth to 
Ephraim, and ſo conſume him inſenſibly, by little and 


Lyonto tearehim quickly, werſe 14. alſo. to the houſe 
of Iadeh,rottennes, which comes by degrees, verſe 12: 
or if more ſpeede muſt bee vied, a Lyons whelpe' that 
makes quick worke, goes away with the ſpoile,and none 
can reſcue it, verſe 14. In the booke ofthe 1udees; firſt, 
God kindles the fire of bis wrath,ſelling his people (their 
ſin is the price } into the hands of a ſtrange Lord, but 
eight yeeres, 1udg.3.8.after,” hee makes the fire greater; 
and they ſerued Eg/on(King of Moab)cighteene yeeres, 
verſe 14. and after; and laſtly,the fire was great indeed; 
for, he deliueredthem into the chands of the Philiſtims 
40.yecres; ludgi3.1. $5651 


lefſer, tolay'allvpon their: owne: intratableneſſe vnder 
Gods;gentler hand for, whatmaruell wherewerenew 
our finsthat God ſhould renew his Plagues * &where 
we vye,therebe ſhould reuy,and come ouer vs with the 
ſamehand? har he (hould puniſh with increaſe; where 


| weincreaſecheſinne? and ferctrhis blowes often, when 


wee | | 


liccle, Hoſea 5.12. or if the matter require morehaſte, a | | 


Aninſtrudiion to Chriſtians, when they feele ſorrow | . 
after ſorraw, anecroſſe after another, a greater after a | 
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| wee often ſinneagainſthim ? yer (as oneſaith) there 
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. An Admonition toall England. 


is great difference betweene Gods children,and no chil. 


fiſt called by the Word : if that doe nothing, orlictle, 
| [they ſhall be called by ſome workes of his iuſtice in o- 
thers : or, if they profit not that way, they ſhall feele 
ſmarrthemſelues; firſt,by light croſſes and ſeldome, and 
after by (harper,and more often: and,ifyer they abide in 
fin, they ſhallbe fetcht out,as our of the fire with ſtrong 
and long afflitions :.bur for ſuch as are no children but 
baſtards, they muſt look for one breaking after another 
till their necks be broken : Plague ſhall follow Plague; 


he wil lay away the rod,and put them out of dores. And 
here,let vs (the people of this Kingdome) rzke heed: the 
Plague hath beene among vs, and hot in Londen: if fo 
many warnings will notſerue; what ſhall we looke for, 
but that God ſhould lay away the rod of our correQion, 
ſaying ; wherefore ſhould yee be ſmitten any more, Eſay 
1.5. and ſo put vs out of the dores of his kingdome tor e- 
uer ? if the fire of Peſtilence cannot purge vs, there is 
aficein hell will burne vs : ye that haue eſcapedout of 
the fire of Peſtilence, conſider ; that yee goenot out of 
one fire,and another fireconſume you, Ezek.15.7. 
|| Anadmonitionto Chriſtians, ro pittie themſelues 
by amendinenr- betimes: the longer they pur off, the 
more they muſi ſuffer : and what wiſeman will not ſaue 
his skinne as muchas he may ? ifhe receaue one blow, 
he wil ward the ſecond,andarme againſt thethird. Now, 
apply this to thy ſelfe : doth God lightly humble thee? 
that ſhould make thee, or ſhould not that make thee, 


dren, in this manner of dealing : for, Gods children;are 


. | rillthe laſtbe executed, as vpon Pharaoh.God will deale | 
* | with them as wiſe fathers doe with gracelefle children : 


i” 


— 
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and | 


when thou art vpagaine, to looke better to thy 'waies, : 
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member rhis yee,that riſe from ſickneſle to finne,notto 
——— 

and ſmarter Viſitation-A man ſhould come out of ſick- 
neſſe, as gold out of the fornace, which is purer by it,& 


in,who arc not Gods gold but Satans droſle:afflitions, 
fickn:s,pouerty,paine are the portions of fin from God, 
and rods of nurture in the hands of a louing Father:but 


worſe, what hope of vs more then of Sa/owors foole, 
who being fore and often beatea for his fault (it was of 
drunkenneſle) would follow it yer more? Pro.23.35.Of 


ſtrength 5 and this was no {mall affliion ; yea, though 
gray haires were here and there vpon'them, and this 
was no new affliction , yetthey knew nothing, neither- 
ſought the Lord for all chis, Hoſea 7.9.no rod,no calami- 
tie could doe any good vpon them : were theſe wile for 
chemſclues? or are they wiſe,that will fall a ſleepe inare- 
gardles ſecurity, while they are in the heart of the ſea, 


therefore might haue periſhed withourall remedy? So 
for the careles and incorrigible inthe hot brunt of Zox- 


no better regard ; ſeeing that by ſuch ſenſleſneſle of fo 
fearcfullandgreat aiudgement from God, they pur- 
chaſe more ſrokes to the fooles backe,which cannot but 


moue them, orneuera whit © | 


ereby ye do but make worke for another, |: 


more ſhining:but many come out worſe rhen they went. 


ifthe rod of nurture better vs not, rather if ir make vs | 


ſuch blockiſhnes and priuation of ſenſe we reade inthe | 
| wicked 1ſraclites; who though ſtrangers deuoured their 


and far from any ſhore, as did S«/omons drunkard, who | 


dons laſt Mortalicy,what wiſdome in them,thar they had | 


bee ſo, when one ſtroke, and ſuch a one, can ſo little | 


. Tohavethirry andeight yeeres fickneſſe, and all that | 


andto thy'feer ro ſetthem in Gods teſtimonies.- O.re- || | 
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longtime; to keepe in bed, muſt needs bee a gricuous 
? : chaine: 
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eAn Admonition'to all 


England. 1 


| chaine : yer Chciſt tells this Man of a worſe thing in 


_ - [chaines vnder darknes, binding to damnation: forſuch 
amatterl rake this worſe thing to be. And thenwelcarn 
hence, that corporall paines here, ſhould breed carein: 

vstopreuent etcrnall in the helles : for, therefore the- 
| Lord indgeth vs here, 1.Cor.11.32+. and therefore, when 
we ſuffer here,8 but for avery ſhort timeot rather no 


time, compared to time endles,) in the ache of a tooth 
or anguiſh of other member , and yet crie our as ifwe 
ſuffered, ot ſhould ſuffer eternally : how ſhould this put 


jtorments wherein the wicked and all that forget God, 
{doe,and muſt ſuffer world withoutend in cuer burning 
flames of hell ſhould not ſuch an occaſion ſet ſpurres of 
care into vs to auoidthe worſe thing, when the thing be- 
fore was ſogrienousandtormenting: the reaſons : 
| Goodreafon it ſhouldbe ſo, for otherwiſe GOD 
| ſhould leoſe thatlabour, and we our ſoules. Secondly, 
then is the firreſt ſeaſon : for, when can a man fo firly re- 
| member aſmarr, as when heſmarts? and when fo well 
minde the torments of hell, as when, by reaſon of tor- 
ments like thoſe, he can at no hand, minde and remem- 
"7 _ pleaſure the pleaſures of ſin thar bring downe 
coneu? | 
{ Areproofe of thoſe who minde nothing in fickneſſe 
but health ; nor inpriſon burliberty ; nor in paine bur 
| eaſe. They never labaurywith bokilyhealh to get ſauing 
{ health,nor with liberty from priſon,the liberty of Sons; 
nor with the eaſe of the fleſti, caſe andreſt from theirla- 
bours in another world: theirhappineſſe ſtands (all of 
it) in their riches, their life in their abundance, andtheir 
reioycings inthe fauourof men : all their care is, not to 


£ preuent miſery for hereafter, = to ſtore themſelues 
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thſome oollth happines now : where Dead yer 
be bigheſt flore of his kindotnes; felt his fins asa mou 
raine,& the patdon of them,as the greareſtcafe worldly F- 
Pſal-32.1.2+ tobe (bur vp inſio, heceſteemedit grearer|| 
thraldome,chento beſhnevpin prifon : andthe + (ef 
of God hedeſired abaue all favours hete,Fſa4.6, 
 vſe he tnade of his {icknes cauſed by his fit the x 
ir purhim in minde of worſe paines,and more incl 
ble; which was bis benefic thereby-or ourimication. :b|. 7 
pray God the like mind may be foundinthoſe,whether|. 
rich or poore, atwhoſe heameesLoed knocked byrhis| 
laſt calamiticofPeſtilence; and wn oe ; 
foundin allof vstoour amendments : : 4wene | 
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